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SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIRE
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$40th ROMBARDMENT OROUP ~ MANCH 12, 1943 - OCTOBER 31, 1943,
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L. In the Tuanisian one raid im particular typifies the exoel-
lent work dome . Wy 6, 1943, in the area morthwest of
¥edjer El Bab and on the road through that area to Tumis the 534th Divieion
(German) wae known to be
Pirst amd Elghth British armies ae¢ the Germans 11 back on Tunis. The area
in question as well as the towns of Furma and St. Cypriem fabther along the
road to Tumis was alive with 88am dual purpose guns whioh the ememy could use
and had besn using with good advantage, 340th Group sont 16 planes, along with
18 supplied by the 12th Group, to attack Furas at 0756 hours. The 340th planes
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lrnppoluumutmuthmdnﬂtmnrnm.mthntmt
in that area to a rout, At approximately 1400 hours the air attack shifted

T, e erim-" siaet Mits vore saored on the Sown and

fires started. The terrific anti-airoraft barrage that hit the formations at
Purna was notrepsated om the second target, 340th orews reporting the ack-ack
"aot as moourste as usual." As a result of these exoellently sxecuted close-
lnpmtlmﬂhmmmlm-nMumrﬂntmimmﬂimmh 30
hours after the attack started. The 340th Group achieved this success mot
without ite price, Over Furma onz alrcralt wae sghot dowa, with the Oroup
Commander, Col. Williem C. Mills, and the Group pombing Officer, let L%. Bdgar
¢. Penney, and a gunner missing in aetiom. The Group Navigatiom Officer, in
the same pm.muwmmmhmmu-tm- hospital
that he wae sent back to the United States, ae wus Capt, Domald Marcan, 487th
squadron commander, pilet of the airoraft. OCapt, Marcan lost his right hand.
the flak on this raid also killed the operations officer of the 488th squadrom,
1st Lt. Robert R. M.lﬂmmm’hﬂhnﬂ-mhhdlgl
:;hhuhun-ﬂmihwﬂmhh.hﬂnﬂhdrwﬂiwmrm

2. nwmmmmnrwm-mmin-uwu. five
days after the oscupation of Tumie by Allisd forces, nine 340th Group planes
attacked concemtrations of motorized imfantry of the German S0th Light Divis-
fon at 1530 hours at Bou Ploha. About the same time mine planss of 12th Group
and & formation of Baltimores from the 232nd Wing (RAF) hit the same target.
mmmm&-m-m-wmmmuﬂammtuuﬂ
divislon, both of which put down smoke lines defining the target. After the
840th planes hombed the ares, white flags of surrender appearsd in many plaoes.

5. In the Pantellaria island HE 540th Group was one of several
Ameriocan and Briti v smashed this Itallan "imlta®
and caused it to surrender through air attack alone, the first time in mili-
tary history that such a vietory had been won. The group flew approximately
200 sorties in this mass blits, kmooking out and helping kmock out the harbor,
town, landing field, gum emplaocements, supply concentrations and other vital
targets. mlrmdmﬂm-ndrlrn-hrnﬂ lost in the campaign.

4. The operations of the 540th Group in %L_ru of two kinds, stra-
teglo = these were made for the most part prior Allied landings July 9,
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1943, = and olose support =made after the landings, in favor of the British
Eighth Army and the American Sevemth. The group flew approximately 1100
sorties in this dropped approximately 1500 toms of bombs om such
vital airrields as and Blscari, and enemy supply lines and avenues of
retreat at landasso, Adrano, Catania, and the Messine area. Om August 6, 1543,
the soemy was holding off the first Camadian imfamtry trigade south of Adranmo,
the road rumnismg morth to Adrano being the point of comtact for the opposing
troops. In partioular the enemy was using three 66 mm

bold back the Camadians. 340th group sest 12 planes cve
tons of bombe om this marrow line. The bembs landed 200 ymrds sway from the
Casadians, wiped out all three guns, and the Cansdiens swept through. "hadd
extremely successful” they wired 340th.

B. 1In ealling for attacks on ensmy-held Pandaszso & little later a
spokssman {'or the ground foreces said he "“trusted E

dazzo as badly as it did Adrame, It took our eng

single line traffic passage through the town." Om
Adrano raid, 340th group flew a record mumber of sorties,
Rumber for iteelf = 71 sortiss on 6 separete missions, In the tem weeks and
five days of this ommpaign the organisation, flying day and night missi
loat 32 air orew members kdlled or missing, and 11 air
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was desoribed as the heaviest of the war. Jth Group's first missiom hi
ﬁl“ﬁﬁhﬁﬁumlyu ﬂﬂm.ﬂlﬂﬁl-ﬂr
Gorpedo boat taking a direct hit. Flve minutes later the second missiem put
down an acourate pattern on the gum-littered, equipment laden beaches and
roads, and at 1610 hours a third mission repeated the acourate patterm. Memy
casualties and extensive damage to equipnent and evacuation boats were lmown to
have besn effsoted. These ralds also comtributed, umdoubtedly, to the abanm-

donment of Axis equipment as the army fled. We lost & plane and four crewmen.

7. In the Italian %ﬂﬁﬂh aftér the Smlernc offensive opened
September 9, 1945, SUTH desparately meeded mssistance to the
American "ifth Army besmchhead by attacking im the Pattipaglia aree September
14. The enemy, following the imitiml success of the 66th Divisiom (Rritish
10th Corps) in ceoupying Bettipaglis, recaptured the town September 15, amd
surging forward with violent counter-attacks against the 656th and the Ameri-
oan 45th Division south of it, threatemsd to split the Salermo bridgebead in
half. If this had heppened a second Dunkirk might have materialised. It was
prevented;the Allled Alr Forces threw almost their full weight (Strategle Alr
Foree as wll as Tactloal Alr Force) agaimet the smemy. 340th Oroup bombed
sarly in the morning of September l4th, an important road junction near Pompeii
in an attempt to create & road block that would forestall the launching of a
German counter-attack from that sector. The target was solidly hit by the
u{g‘--mmuummmﬁ-u. later in the day,
hours, 24 planes smmshed at the Cermans in Pattipaglia and again at
1626 hours 24 repeated the In these two mission #9 tons of bombe
¢ during the day Mitohells , Wurauders,
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of the B=26's on that day, and said that without the terrific alr eupport
the ground forees ocould mot have held ocut. The day's activities and their
value were typieal of the services givem by 340th Group om the Salerno fromt
during the week September 12 = 16 imolusive. During this perled, flyimg beth
day and night missions, the group made approximately 326 sorties om 19 mis-
sions, dropped approximstely 480 tons of bombs. This wae the week of
erisis on the Salerme fromi.

8., Throughout the momth of Qoctober, 1943, the 340th Group executed
several suscessful bombing missicas despite two considersble cperatiomal dif-
floulties, persistent bad weather and s tem-day move to a mew buse = fre=
Catanis airdrome, Sleily, to San Pamcrasio sirfield im the "heel" of Ttaly.
Although several missions were weathered out before takeolf and six returned
from the target with bombs because o total cloud coverage, the Group sotually

17 mieslons iavolving approximately 260 sorties and dropped a bomb
load of approximately 360 tons. Oun emplacements and road junctioms in the
Capua area weres quite successfully hit on October 6 (at Cascanc and Teano),
on October §, and twice on October 10) at Vemafro om Ootober 22, and Terracina
on Qotober 10 and Qetober 26, The Qotcber 28 raid was partioularly effective
in that the Z1 planes atbacking hit the three main roads eamtering the towm,

+ Im little more than six momthe of independent combat operations the
roup flew 174 misoloms, with approximately 2817 sorties,
welght of tely 4056 toms. It lost 30 of ite
(oounting those lost whils operating depemdently with the 12 th
March and April) amd 61 men killed or missing in actiom,

huumnﬂ-uuum"rmnnm.m.u.
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