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Biographical Sketches

Major-General Lewis Hyde Brereton

General Brereton, at the time of his selection to head the new Air Force, had behind him
the weight of valuable experience as a tactical leader in air warfare. He brought with him
dearly bought lessons from the Philippines and from India. Not the least of these was aircraft
dispersal on the ground and protection by revetment.

Subordinate units were thoroughly indoctrinated in this lesson. As a consequence, the toll
the Jap had taken of his aircraft on the ground in the Philippines, was not repeated by the
Germans in Africa.

In those early days of American participation in the war General Brereton had seen his
dwindling forces make courageous stands on Luzon, then Mindanao, then Australia and Java.
Nowhere were there aecrodromes adequate in revetments and size to protect aircraft on the
ground, and time after time the Jap was able to dart in, bomb, strafe and destroy grounded
aircraft.

Retreat continued, until finally the decision was reached for General Brereton to leave part
of his Air Force for the defense of Australia and to go himself with the other part to organize
- a force in India where more effective sorties could be made against the Jap. He sent his
strength against Rangoon and led it against shipping in the Andaman Islands. He erganized
the Tenth Air Force and put it on a striking basis.

Then came the call to Egypt as the Middle East situation became critical. General Brereton
brought with him Colonel Victor H. Strahm to become his chief of Staff: Brigadier-General
E. E. Adler to head the Service Command ; Lt.-Col. E. N. Backus, Major Cornelius V.
Whitney, Major Louis Hobbs, Major R. K. Pierce, Major Gwen G. Atkinson, Lieut. Joseph
T. Johnson and Lieut. John E. Felton.

General Brereton graduated from the United States Naval Academy in the class of 1911, but
soon chose the army in preference to the navy. His principal army schools include :
Command and General Staff at Fort Leavenworth, 1928 ; Field Artillery School at Fort Sill ;
Air Corps Technical School at Maxwell Field, Ala. General Brereton was an instructor at
the Command and General Staff School from 1934 to 1939. '
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Strahm, Victor H., Brigadier~General, Chief of StaH.

Graduate, Western Kentucky State Teachers Co]lcgv, 1915 ; attended University of
Kclltuck}, 1914-1917 ; entered U.S. Army June, 1917, and assigm‘d to Ofhicers Training
School, Fort Benjamin Harrison ; .1cccpn‘d for aviation training and rated pilol, August,
1917 ; overseas, November, 1917, as aviation cadet assigncd to Isodoun, France, army
training center ; rcpnrl'r:(l Amanty, France, Fel)ruar_\, 1918, for assignment gist Army
Reconnaissance Squadron ; credited with five plus enemy aircraft (Icstm}'cd and rated ace ;
returned to United States, June, 1919, and discharged as major ; rejoined regular army,
Septemiwr, 1920, with rank of st Lt. ; graduate, Command and General Staff School,
Army War Cnllcgc, other service schools ; chief of air corps test section four years ; G3,
Air Force Combat Command, 1941 ; ordered to India in February, 1942, as deputy chiet of
staft to General Brereton ; arrived Middle East, June, 1942 ; ])mnmted to Brigadier-General
October 30, 1942 ; Chiel of Staff, Ninth U.S. Air Force, June, 1942.

Seebach, Charles M., Colonel, AGD

Graduate, U.S. Militar_\_' Acadr:m}-, 1923, commissioned in infantr_\' . I'oreign service,
Hawaiian Department, 1925-1928 ; Philippines, 1935-1937 ; graduate, Infantry School,
1930-31 ; graduate, Command and General Staff School, 1940. Arrived Middle East,
May 27, and assigncd to Middle East Staff School (British) at Haifa, Palestine ; joined Ninth
U.S. Air Force, August 4, 1942 ; Adjutant-General, Ninth Air Force, August, 1942.

Smith, Sory, Colonel, A-1

Graduate, U.S. Military Academy, 1930 (B.S. degree) ; attended Air Corps technical
School, 1936-37 ; aviation training, Kelly Field, Tex., rated pilot, October, 1931 ;
arrived Middle Fast, November, 1941, aviation section, North African Military Mission ;
A-1, Ninth U.S. Air Force, June, 1942.

McClenahan, Robert W., Colonel, A-2

Graduate, Princeton University (BS) 1924 ; original commission, Organized Reserves,
August, 1924 ; graduate work, engineering, University of Pennsyimnia . civilian proFession.
plant manager, American Meter Co ; re-commissioned as major, March 27, 1942 ; arrived
Middle East, May, 1942, as assistant S-3, Air Section, North African Military Mission ;
aPpointcd G-2, Headquarters, USAFIME, July 7, 1942 ; A-2, Ninth U.S. Air Force, April 3,
1943.

Crom, William H., Colonel, A-2

chular army ; graduate of Command and General Staff School ; foreign service in Philip-
pines (Mindanao and Sulu) American Expeditionary Forces, Siberia, World War 1 ; graduate,
University of Florida, (BSME and BSEE) ; A-2, Ninth UL.S. Air Force, June, 1942 to April 3,
1943.
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Stroh, Clair, Colonel, A-3

DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind. ; entered U.S. Army, 1926 ; aviation training,
Kelly Field, Tex. ; graduate, Air Corps Technical School and Air Corps Tactical Schools,
1935 ; Command and General Staff School, 1939 ; rated command pilot ; arrived Middle
East, September 25, 1942, assigned as technical supervisor, Ninth U.S. Air Force ; A-3,

Ninth Air Force, November, 1942.

Ehrgott, Herbert W., Colonel, A-4

Graduate, U.S. Military Academy, 1926 ; Army Engineers School, 1932 ; arrived Middle
East, June, 1941, as military observer ; assigned Ninth U.S. Air Force, October, 23 1942,
engineer section ; A-4, Ninth Air Force, December, 1942. ‘

McGuffey, Erle M., Colonel, JAGD

Graduate, University of Kentucky, 1916 (AB) ; University of Kentucky Law School (L1 B)
1920 ; practicing lawyer, Lexington, Ky., 1919-1941 ; 1st lieutenant, AEF, 1917-1919,
overseas service, France and Germany ; Judge Advocate General, Ninth U.S. Air Force,

August 27, 1942.

Lester, Graham W., Colonel, Inspector-General

Regular army since November 30, 1916 ; Infantry School, 1923-1924 ; Command and
General Staff School, 1930-32 ; Hawaiian Department, 1924-1928 ; G-2, First Corps area,
1932-1936 ; arrived Middle East, November 15, 1942 ; Inspector-General, Ninth U.S. Air
Force, November 15, 1942.

Kendricks, Edward ]., Colonel, Surgeon-General

Graduate, North Western University Medical School (MD) 1922 ; Regular Army ; graduate,
Army Medical School, 1931 ; Army Medical Field Service School, 1932 ; School of
Aviation Medicien, 1934 ; arrived Middle East, May, 1942, and assigned Hal Bombardment
Squadron as surgeon ; Surgeon-General, Ninth U.S. Air Force, August, 1942.
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