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L5 we gathbr around the huge Squadron birth-. <
day eake, brightly aglow with its two candles, on Il

this, our second anniversary, it is only proper
that we pause for a few moments to reflect back
upon these two years of our military being — two

| “yzars of trials and trlbulatlons - and fun.

 Vhen the 340th Bombardment Group was form@d
in iugust 1942, it was decreed that one of"its’

sons would be the 487th Squadron, and on Septem— - .

ber 15th of that saumc year, that son was borne

It was, we must admit, often a problem child, but..:.

what groat person hasn't been?

The task of forming the new organigzation fell

to Lt, Bugbee and Capt. Vihittington, who was ap-
pointed Squadron Commander. s4s time went by new
officers joined the Group as did cadres sent out
from the 309th Group. 4s we look back at our-
sélves we must aduit that we were just a bunch of
little fellows trying to find our placos in a
rapldly vrmmng organlzatlone




D eof latrins-o-grams,

. e sooh began to find those places, howsior,
for at Celumbia, S.C., our birthplace, we bogan
our first phase of tral -~ New men arrizd fre—
guently from the N\

B Eifows S

various technical ... e

training schoods, )

thus adding strensit { P NI
4 : ' TN *’&s‘. e

gth to all deparb-i-L~v7 /04 ggdbg.gg )

ments, As the new T L N

men arrived, the old}. TscﬁﬂftﬂL‘”TﬁﬁﬁiﬁJG//? ,
ones heaved & sigh of relisf, for here was fresn
material for WP, guard, and other distasteful tasks.
Airplanes; odd ones, Fagan making thelir appearancss,
and all departuments set out to show what they could
do.. Fven the Orderiy Roow did a good job, if only
by promptly posting deteil rosters and getting the
211 ‘important payroll roady so the cagle could Tly
at the end of the month. . .

ifter a few trying weeks, the frowerst deemed
that we were now wise enough so that we could nove
and enter inko a méw phase of training, and at
this point began the first of & never-cnding series
Vhere were wo noving? AT o=
ontly thet had long proviously been decided upon -

and on the first of Decatber the advance party took .

of £, 4t the ond of the day it found itself at
Walterboro, S.C. Qur entry to this base.was not too
well received by the men of the organization, for. -
hers again we were pioncering. But even that was
better than being back -in Columbia with the rear
schelon, for it. scems -that a young hurricane kept

“them up meost of the night trying to hold down the

plarness |

four hours & day. Long before'daybréak, and before
: -2 - o

ng

Things soon began working like & clock, twernty=

!
|
!

anyone thought of crawling out of bed Lo get the

fire going, the swest melodious voice of the be-
loved First Sergeocnt wouid come over the P. 4.
system, and so goodby to all t:roughits of nore
slesp £ r tne day — for you lknow how persistert
those gebras can be. :
slong in Jeruary things began to smell very |

strongly of the sea, so we had to get rsady fer.
another move, Boxes werg packed and sﬁenciled,'

e e !ﬂ_""agfﬁjhﬁﬁw?ﬂ/ana pefore the paint

_ifuas dry, a new P. of E.

ryjwes stenciled, They
Aireally kept us guessing.

hile all this'we . seking
juiace, we were also get—

- =i A E tingsome Ccommando train-
Ing,; and 1ot 7800 kind, cither,, The Sguadron
was divided int. -wwo groups, the ground and flight
gchelon, the foresr morse frequently referred to as
"Oravel egitatess’e @ Here begen frierdly feuds be-
tween the two groups, cach feeling sorry for the
other bocuusc of the sad plight which had bafallen

ite However, ocur morale was greatly bolstered dup- "

ing this eritical period by our old friend, Capt. -
b Teapd gy e ; ; N
Trhudge!"  rdwother, How swost 1t sounded whon heo
said, "You will only be overseas a year." The'

only thing he forgot to mention was the date’ from ..

which that year begen. TRith—] syoneMaN -

out his many rumors, however,| - s T
things might have becn far ,ér\\:aiﬁﬁ4\&b T

more £lO0my. S AN & gl
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- Cams at last'the partingié{;; S
of the ways, the birdmen gom |

: : “13 M, HiKE!
ing to Battle Crseck, Mich, end The Alr Corps ia-
fantry to Camp Stonemsn, Cal. For the nexbt two .
months each group lived a life of its own, and
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' above all slse — hungry. :
and soon everything, including the sands and winds -
L of thé desérb, was going-full‘blast ;n final_premJ
| paration £or the trip te the blue, a date which -
was pot long in coming. -

jﬁdging from reports, 3t would be hard to say which
nad the better times

The family reunion tock place at El‘Kabritg_

: L Lareh 29th.  The boys of the f1ight zone~
Yor wers on hand to greast tne ground foreces whe by
this btime were greatly woaried, heggored, and

‘ | Road justment came fast

N2

CONVEY

AN =
: Again we splilt up, i :
and by the time the third group caught up to ?he
first it was moving time again. Hoere followed a
succassion of moves to Sfax and Hergla, Tunisia,
neither of which proved to be too much to the

taste of anyonc, save the arabse
cCRowpEM T

y ossible, we want to let if be

=R R
e i SN T e ey
_”<§%ifﬁfiﬁ423i2522ﬂa nown: thot we were alrcady con= |

the load and put different

Tribating © groat deal to the defeat of the German
hfray e Armament was kept extremely busy loading .
boibs only to find that the load for the nexb mission
"had been changed., There was nothing to do but dump

poundage into the banb bays
of the faithful Hitchells.

& GI's 3

NN, 7 o e D Less some got bhe impression | 2
;Eﬁy?ﬁQES;L%ig%fj that all we had done SO far . .

7 a‘g & '\(’lg L Mwas to move from one tad place *.
TRy NOL T o ancther slightly worse, 1f

french fries.

"Here, too we were belng

constantly alerted, for it seamed someone had grave
fears of a Nagi pavitroop attack. Cuard was doubled
and alsrt crews were set up but, happily, nothing
aver happencd.
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T o the buys in the States, a PX
' gpjhmmétﬁig just & handy place to go to

[T

ihtes T tkeep away from details but in
the desert it was a salvation
in a different way. 4 line

. , N would form ot least two hours
Yefore Ehe PX would open up. You see, it was quite
ancertain whether the cigerettes, candy -—- mostly
1ife—savers ~=— and various other small articles
would last long encugh to supply the great demand,

One of the most wele e structures gver built’
in the squadron, was the . Lsted ulen's Club at
Hergla. arrangenents were wade to get beer from
Tunis, so here at last was the perfect answer to
ayer at the end of a hot, busy day.

With lumps in our throats, probably gobs of
¢lay which accunulated while we slept with open,
mouths, we bid far =11 to ifriea, the land of
pyramids, sands, winds, and irabs, and later,
after a very pleasant voyage, we found ourselves
on the fair island of Sicily., Here for the first
time in many months we saw people, especlally
girls, and what a sight for sore eyes they weres

Catania found everyone guite happy and cone
tented, and why not? ¥e could figure on a stand
down. about every second day, and that meant 2
trip into town or perhaps up to Via Grende to en-
joy a satisfying meal of steak, chicken, and
The restaurant there beceme a great
compebitor of our own mess Hall. ‘
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AIl good things rust come to an end, so it was-
ot long before we found ourselves headed for Ttaly,
If" California thirks itls chamber of commerce can
promote trade by advertising "Golden Sun-Shine!,
Ty ¢ conld cardmc+ the man whﬁ first call d the
e pe SN Lnkisday Tta L_-f .
He could certalply 1ie iaSper
than any Californian for we B
found out the first night we -
‘were thers that it did rain, |-
. Planes were mired, and in
‘general we wWere “very un—

-~ hapryt.  Our first stop in Ita f}"ﬁbb uu‘“ BT AZIG,
Kggn Eziigstiztnzi:,ng;CZlewthsnaolgq ours blVbS,

s can e &s bad as this,'
How wrong we wers Foggla proved to be ths wbttgst
muddiest place on the Map Somgnow wie existed, a
‘here we spent two holiday: wenksgiving and Chrlot“
mas, The cocks had put foruh tutdl ef forts, for they
wrwmﬂycmmaimammavmytdmvfmm New Years
-Day four us split up again, Part of the Group going

u‘

Ty
J(.r.

to Pompei and the rear echelon Ireezing back in- Foggla.é
¢+ quickly recovered from the wotnds inflicted by Vesuvius

These boys messed with one of the other squadrens -and
Filess" is about all one could call it. If you don't
believe it, try cvat’ ~ vour next piloce of turkey when
it is ice colﬂ and e rest of vour food is of the
same temperaturs, and when ths rain runs down your.
back while you are wrestling with the food, Happy
days when we met up with our cocks again, e liked
them so well that at least 4 meals mbnt by befure we
began cussing them again,
L ﬂQp“

\\_,Pompé& was really an ideal spot. Being close to
« Naplos wastof course a big factor, but
tﬂb field itsclf was really quite plea-
sant also, To the west of us kit, Ve~
mrISuv1us rosc majestically. at night her
Z. stream of molten lava coubd be seen

b -

-Ltjtm,s@
522 Nh“n she belched forth WJtU & ‘jttle too much 2usto.

v Jerrics or vice versa.

i

S

sﬁpoting high into the heavens and lending & new color
Yes, Vesuvius was beautiful -« until warch

Lo wore awakencd by chunks
of voleurde roch slvsting ||
thru our bents) and our lst
and only thought was to ged] -
the furtherest, the fastest);
nd the firstest. All es=-
caped safely, and the first

Nzwfﬂﬁwﬁ'L

Io S&Q\\'% /./ ‘.

~ b
L.

" night of our strategic re tFEEL Tound The [OSL Of Us rem

8

‘posing in a hotel in the rodern (/) ecity of Pompuois

- after a long, cold tiresome trip we finally arrived at
”tha fioir tewn of Paesstum,to teke up temporary residenco
Swith another mediun Group The first day caused us to
~wonder if we had bettersd oursclves ary, for the fine
_ash of kb, Vesuvius had £ 4 its way even this far
south. 4 strong wind blew continuously making the task
‘of setting up tents quits difficult, Some were ripped
 before Lhay were staked down, It was a tired, discou-
- raged bunch of men who turned in that night. Here we

and were onco Lore deallng oub aoath blows to the

f rapidly retr catlng Krauts

Buiore we were fairly settlea it was time to move
- agein, this time to our prescnt base.
Rest Camp had mude good use of the excellent beach at !

their beck door.
Reisenber i=ay 13th,

In turning this second milestone, we have traveled:
thousands of miles and have dropped hurdreds of tons of
bombs., ¥We have established reéords in mainteneance and

Lir Force,
fine work,
Ordnancs has hauled the

. The engincers have maintained the planes,
bas

LA

N -

The boys of C)ylef

From here we have all but finished the '

efficiency which are the envy of all other Groups in the’
‘No one scetion can claim the credit for this

| : sbe, Armament has loaded them,
i Communications has kept the radics in first c¢lass shaje,’
t - [




ard the Gombat crews have delivered the gocds.
The Cocks in spite of existing eonditions have
somehow managed to hosp us fod, S-2 has maine
tained oux security thru strict censorship and

Y ffjg.:‘\  a0 kept ws postsd on the
W/ %d';' ) capld advances of cur troops,

iThe iledics have been anms
b . T
fiend for any 1 - f@& A
Nand all emer- 7SSt L
A all SHIS —/f’-}@’" ]}\3}‘\-—
gencies, & s
; thoy Li
have dore a good job., Opev:
has kept track of the mission

e s

CENSUILS

B oie

schedules, The orderly room b 2 .-
care.of vital records and - S0 you see,

cur successes have bein pos e nly thru close
cocoperation be wen the varisus seLLLons - one
big happy famil , as it were, OF course,

there

of this size that is only naturel and all has
soon been forgiven and forgotten, ‘

Two years ago found us in Columbia, last

Jear we were in Cetania, This vear the ond is in
sight ¢ o it seems only a matbter of day s until
Hitler®s European empire makes its last stand,
Thern shall come that victory and peace for which
we have waited so long and woried so hard., whern -
the final bomb is dropped the 487th will doubtless
. be ¢n the mission, Ve may proudly take a great
- wodeal of the credit for the victory, for we heve

. done all that is hurmzrly possible to uphald the
! high standards of the ariy wir Forces, and to: .

"Keep 'Em Flying"
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has been friction oncasionally, but with a foamily
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OFFICERS ot e BRTISTED MEN
¥ .
It.  loule 33 - Sgt. Melillen: SS
CF/O Polanke . CE _Cpl{j'ﬁﬁ@n g 3B
. Major DBugbee SE . St P?lchard r
Capt. Camp 2B Pfe, Riel : LE
it. ‘Barry G . Sgt. Byerly - RF
Lt. Snaper r Sgt,  Collamore c
Hajor Parsons ¥ Sgt. _?%r&dls CF
Capt. Coyle 58 Sgt. Ldwards. ... A}B
Lt. Broos iB Sgt. Vhalen <B
Lt. - Cuthbertson P Sgt.  Grohan 13
SUBSTITUTES

OFFICERS: Lt. Lantz, Lt. Suthers, Lt., Heckman,
- Lt. Ervee, Captain Kendall,

. Sgt. Gillman, Sgt. Putberer, Sgt. Rogers
Cpl. Cissel, Sgt. Triunfo, Cpl. Nelson,
Sgt. Walsh, Pyt, %fsy,‘Pvt._garstenson,
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U ADVISOR:
ya or Epu*n F«_Lufbeuff'

' ‘ FOOD & BEE ' o
John pi Maho S/Sgt Paul S. MCM1llen
Sub. Otto J. Stellator = - o
'-.  HC" Ratlon Klds -

DRTERLALRLLNT R
Sgt. Fran01s Lh Barnes n_'-t}:l.*~

Eﬁéé@ééég, ;q: S Rt
/Sgt. Henry Je u061ernqn,_;5-‘ , :e.: -

: PUBLICITY
T/Sgt. mdward Graham

o  BINGO xBD RAFFIE e
{:Sgta Howard T. Bateb - Sgt Francls h. Barnes

i Pfc hallace Iarson C}&. R.-L. Tay¢or ._ $- 

LIGHTIRGIA&D AhPLIFVING
S&t. Jonn S. Smlth

_=a fi | INVITATIONS . 'b¢:
'-7;$t_Ltu vern. I Salsbury

$ e "_. ;

i Sgta Gregory C« liocre.: S/Sgt* Chaxles M. Goodrlchﬁ'
Lo PEC Thnthony Je Nieli. Pfe. - Rdward A Burke -
{’pCpl.:dalcolm.P.~hhlte Pyt " Howard B.. Resenberg

- ‘sgt. Samuel Boor T/5gh. Dexter Euo. Garbet: -
-EThanks tor S/Sgt. Goodrxch ard: to‘?&Oth'personnel
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